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Simanei|lel eder B
The Rebbe’s minhag was to begin the Seder ea year -

ing all the simanim, from Kadeish through Nirtzah. After completing
this recital, he would emotionally relate the following vort from his

zeide to explain the significance of these simanim, and then add the
subsequent pshat.

The simanim of the Seder, Kadeish, (J’Rechatz, etc., were formu-
lated by the Rishonim, with each one representing a unique mitzvah
that is performed at the Seder. These simanim, signs, present the
mitzvos of the night in an orderly fashion.

The Tiferes Ish! gives a profound explanation for why they are
called simanim: According to halachah, one may return an object
he has found to the individual who provides a siman, an identify-
ing sign, that the item is his. Simanim are the halachic means for
a rightful owner to repossess an aveidah, a lost object. Ever since
we were exiled from Eretz Yisrael we are compared to a lost sheep,
as Dovid HaMelech says (Tehillim 119:176): 1ax N3 »soyn, | have

strayed like a lost sheep, and now is our time to be returned to our
Father Who “lost” us. By conducting the Seder with the simanim,
the “signs,” we offer proof that we belong to Hashem, Who has been
searching for us. Now is the time for us to show to Whom it is that
we belong, to return to the domain of our loving Shepherd.

One might add to my grandfather’s words the following: The Ge-
mara at the end of Makkos (24a) quotes Rav as saying that he
was frightened by the following words written in the Tochachah
(Vayikra 26:38): owa onTan), you will perish (literally, become
lost) among the nations. “How can we survive such a curse?” Rav
wondered.

The Gemara continues: Upon hearing Rav’s apprehension, Rav
Pappa suggested a possible consolation. Perhaps, he said, one can
find hope even in the seemingly dire prediction of this pasuk. The
Torah is telling us that we will be lost, not that we will be destroyed.
We will be lost, but we will be like an aveidah whose owner searches

for it, as it says, >RNY XY PN 22 772Y Y2 ,Tax Nk onoyn, | have
strayed like a lost sheep; seek out Your servant, for | have not forgot-
ten Your commandments. Indeed, we have strayed, we are lost, but
You, Hashem, will look for us; You will find us.

1. The Rebbe’s paternal grandfather, Rav Alter Yisrael Shimon Perlow, 2t"l, the
second Novominsker Rebbe.
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Maharsha on the aforementioned Gemara adds a fascinating
remez. In Parashas Ki Seitzei, the Torah speaks of the mitzvah of
hashavas aveidah. The pasuk enumerates the items to which the
halachah of hashavas aveidah applies (Devarim 22:1-3): 2inn aiv
PN DTN 93 Yy Nk N, An ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, any
of your brother’s lost articles. The Gemara expounds on each cat-
egory separately. But there is one word that seems extraneous and
the Gemara has no explanation for it: N, a sheep. The Gemara
remains without resolution as to the intent of this word (Bava Metzia
27a); once the Torah mentions both an ox and a donkey, why is it
necessary to also mention a sheep? Maharsha proposes that the
lost “ny” is in fact an allusion to Klal Yisrael. We too are included in
the mitzvah of hashavas aveidah. This pasuk provides us with the
assurance that despite being lost in galus, Hashem, our “Owner,”
will find us yet again.

In what zechus can we hope to be found? “snnJy N> PN 9, |
have not forgotten Your mitzvos.” On this night, Chazal instituted
many mitzvos as a zecher, a remembrance, not only to Yetzias Mitz-
rayim, but to the Beis HaMikdash as well. We wash our hands before
eating karpas, as was the halachah when the Beis HaMikdash was
standing. We have two tavshilin, cooked foods, one to remember
the Korban Pesach and the other for the Korban Chagigah. We eat
koreich, zecher I'Mikdash k’Hillel. All these are to illustrate PR3N
MNIY N9, to show that we remember who we are, and what we are
lacking. We did not forget Hashem, nor will Hashem forget us. We
are sure He will find us, and we will be returned to Him by means of
the simanim of Leil HaSeder.

The Kittel

There are abundant reasons why we don a kittel at the Seder.
One of the more well-known explanations is that of the Taz, who
explains that the kittel serves to remind us of death. Since we are
in an exalted frame of mind we wear the kittel, in which a niftaris
clothed, so that we are not overcome with joy and indulge in inap-
propriate conduct.

This can be explained on a deeper level based on the Gemara
(Berachos 5a) that lists the sequence of steps one should take to
vanquish the yetzer hara. y1n 7% Yy 210 ¥ OTN MY 02, One has
to constantly be involved in combat against the yetzer hara. If not,
he should seek additional assistance in this battle. The Gemara

[61] The Novominsk Haggadah



