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heads of the tribes of the children
of Israel, saying: This is the word |
that God hath commanded: n

It opens the possibility for individuals as well as communities and the
nation as a whole to establish permanent rules for ensuring the faithful
keeping of the dictates of the Torah. So it is not without reason that this
chapter is directed quite specially to the D'X'w1 who are significantly designa-
ted as nionn 'wX1. We have already explained, on Ch. I, how non looks
on the tribe as "a branch” of the great nation as a whole, within which the
one common national mission is to be brought to fruition through its
own special characteristics. It was the task of the nionn 'wx1 to guide and
then to keep the manners and customs which arose from the special
tendencies of each of the "branches”, as well as their laws, activities and
efforts, in the direction demanded by the common national mission. And
what is most indispensable as a means to achieve such activity, to a general
national development, altogether for communal life is the inviolability of
the spoken word or promise, the 1N127 2n' XY which is what the following
laws deal with. At the same time — as is given in the following verses
on DT M'n — a healthy palliative to such vows and resolutions is
entrusted to the nionn 'wX1, as well as to family counselors and spiritual
advisers amongst the people, and it is also with an eye to this that the
laws concerning vows are primarily directed to the nionn 'wx0

N NIRRT NT,. This formula to introduce an edict is primarily
found, not to commands which are always applicable but usually to such
which apply just to special occasions of the moment, as at the Manna
(Ex. XVI1,16 & 32), |pwnd nninn (ibid. XXXV,4), o'xion (Levit. VIIIL5
& 1X,6). Also, the law that an heiress is not to marry out of her tribe
(Ch. XXXVI,6-8) is taken on account of this to apply solely to that
generation (Baba Bathra 120b). Only NN '0INY NwA9 (Levit. " XVI1;2)
although expressly ordered for ail time, *aI D21y npn (V.7) is also introduced
by 72T T If we consider that a command to be fulfilled at once demands
the immediate application of the whole force of our energy and exercise
of will power, the same form of introduction for an unlimited time in
which an order is to be obeyed may only wish to mark the significance
and importance of it. Our law here about vows, although applying to all
time, as is explained (in Baba Bathra there) by the application of a nt& N
to NN '0INY, is also made important by this mode of introduction. By this
making it parallel to nn 'oiny, the general address to NIONN 'WXO is extended
to DNIW' D21 1M21 AN as at NN '0INY and the procedure of mitigating,

making vows void is given to any three men out of the people who are
NNONN AXIN INNN DOTIN )743502( 1510 TNy 19N97 12 IYNY WA /12702 - (N'DAND) <W 1"Wa> DIIN 'wnin nw
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3. If 2 man vow a vow unto - '-D'-pb -ns -'-fw-\; é;‘s& 3

God, or swear an oath to bind a

capable of forming a just opinion, even if otherwise they do not belong
to the class of those who possess legal knowledge, fmm; as then
0”2m%, when he says that for D¥13 altogether a amaw T suffices.
D is not to be taken in the strictness of a 7D as it is for the procedures
of other laws, and does not mean pmawm 27. A peculiarity which the 1™
on Nedarim 87b simply deducts from the conception mtmt *wXY which
does not involve judicial qualification to an eminent degree, PP as
decisions in other laws do. All these laws agree with the way we have
taken the D*YT chapter to be a chapter on free-willed legislation and the
rights of customs, separated from the real legislation and having a subsidary
position. But this placing the 8171 chapter parallel to the yin stwnw chapter
which results (ibid.) in making the power of annulling the validity of vows
apply also to the latter to wpn M), wIpHA ¥*XY V* may rest on a deep
inner reason. For the words of our sages 1?9K> W™pnm ,ana 33 KD YN
127% PPy 2™pn does express such an inner relation. Both, Ana and M
aspire to the sanction of acting purely subjectively at one’s own discretion,
apart from and beside what the Torah ordains. The generality, the universal
application which such a general sanction expresses for Yn W and
877 is absolutely reprehensible. In the B»rn-laws such subjectivity receives
only a limited and conditional sphere of activity. (See Nedarim 22a, and
1”9 thereon).

V. 3. w1 v M 0 oK. T (see Gen. XXVIIL20). Up to
now, apart from the special vow to Nazaritism, we only know “rn as
v 11, as dedicating or vowing an object to 127, nam w1 or for
the Temple, 2 pTa *wp, either with the formula ¥ 37, 37 or *?y i,
1 (Levit. XXII,21), and in both cases the object affected, if by nam
immediately, if by 713 at the moment it is fulfilled, becomes prohibited
to be used for any profane use. Now the case is given here that a person
Wo1 7y WK “0K? ¥ 13 T, that somebody makes a vow whereby an
object does not become prohibited from use generally, but solely w3 9y,
by himself, to himself it is as if affected by a vpn 113, Hence, we believe,
the saying in Nedarim 14a: 13 9372 TR Y 7% 71 NP D VX, the
vow discussed here is only valid if made regarding an object which could
legally be made prohibited for his use by himself e.g. could be vowed
to mam >wp or for n21 P11, But not Mmoxt “ava, if eg. he had said:
it shall be prohibited to me as B7 or 7723, as the prohibition of BT or 71%2)
is not one which is effected by a vow. This limiting the object to one
which must be of a wpit-like character is called ;opNiY. So that the actual
N is only a factual vow inasmuch as it is to give an object the serious
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