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The Eighteenth Amendment emerged from the organized efforts of the temperance
movement and Anti-Saloon League, which attributed to alcohol virtually all of
society's ills and led campaigns at the local, state, and national levels to combat its
manufacture, sale, distribution, and consumption.

Amendment XVIIl — Constitution of the United States
The manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating
liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the
exportation thereof from the United States and all the
territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage
purposes is hereby prohibited

Volstead Act Section 6

Nothing in this title shall be held to apply to the manufacture,
sale, transportation, importation , possession, or distribution
of wine for sacramental purposes... No person to whom a
permit may be issued to manufacture, transport, import, or
sell wines for sacramental purposes or like religious rites shall
sell, barter, exchange, or furnish any such to any person not a
rabbi, minister of the gospel, priest, or an officer duly
authorized for the purpose by any church or congregation...
The head of any conference or diocese or other ecclesiastical
jurisdiction may designate any rabbi, minister, or priest to
supervise the manufacture of wine to be used for the
purposes and rites in this section mentioned.
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Das Neutige Operaziya [The Necessary Operation]” Dos
Yiddishe Licht | (1923): 3-4, Rabbi Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz

One need only consider the wine business which many rabbis
are heavily engaged in. How much shame, how much
degradation, how much desecration of the honor of the Torah
lies therein! Rabbis who ought to be the ones to ensure that
the laws of the land are upheld are instead the direct or
indirect cause of their violation. . . . If truth be told, even if
wine for ritual purpose were a biblical commandment, the
current desecration of God’s name would still not be justified,
how much more so that it is only a rabbinic commandment,
and it can be fulfilled by using raisin wine! . . . Therefore, |
beseech you, my brethren, no matter how great a Torah
scholar a rabbi is, if he is a cause for the desecration of
Heaven, he must be removed from the community.

nik 10 . =R -

Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ZT”L (1913)
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